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ABSTRACT: Youth are the young people that are skilled, possess efficient knowledge and
capabilities and overall they possess the enthusiasm to work and accomplish something good. The
youth who are involved in rural development, have adopted this area as their field and all the areas in
rural development such as construction, education, employment generation, industries, agriculture,
skill development, electricity, energy, water, require development and youth have been effectively
involved. The present study has been carried out to know about the role of youth in the rural
development. Researcher has selected only 200 respondents (youth) from each household of the
selected villages of Mawana District, Meerut. Researcher has taken primary data from the
respondents with the help of specific research techniques like; Interview, observation, Interview
Schedule and personal records. Researcher has prepared mixed structured interview schedule where
both open ended and close ended question was designed to elicit necessary information from the
respondent. While secondary data has been collected from different journals, articles, books,
magazines and others government and non-government records regarding youth and rural
development. First, data has been collected from the study area then it was scrutinized, and prepared
in table form for analysis with the help of different charts, bars and other statistical diagrams. It has
been indicated that around less than half (45.5%) of the respondents admitted that sometimes they
participated or involved in development process within their village especially in some government
programmes and schemes.
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Introduction: The concept of youth has been defined by researchers as the period in an individual
life that begins from the end of childhood and entry into adulthood. The individual has reached the
age of maturity, but yet to acquire the complete rights and duties of adult life, like marriage and
earning of livelihood both for self and for one’s family. In the case of rural development and
particularly agricultural development, youth constitute the compelling force; the mindset of the youth
is cultivated in such a manner that they prove to be productive, especially when they have developed
this objective to bring about rural development. The main reason being that youth has number of
characteristics which when cultivated and nurtured prove to be invaluable towards agricultural and
rural development. Youth associations have got involved in number of activities such as planting of
crops, community farming, construction of village squares, contribution in enhancement and
application of science and technical methods, energy conservation, construction, biotechnology and
employment generation for the rural masses (Umeh& Odom, 2011).
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The standard of living of the rural people depends upon factors such as food and nutrition level,
health, education, housing, recreation and security. Agriculture is of extreme importance and is
considered to be particularly important for the rural people. The youth populations are engaged in the
utilization of recommended farm inputs and technologies, they are involved into research activities to
find new and innovation techniques and ideas that may be beneficial for rural development (Umeh&
Odom, 2011).

Objectives: The present study has been carried out to know about the role of youth in the rural
development

Methodology: Researcher has selected only 200 respondents (youth) from each household of the
selected villages of Mawana District, Meerut. Researcher has taken primary data from the
respondents with the help of specific research techniques like; Interview, observation, Interview
Schedule and personal records. Researcher has prepared mixed structured interview schedule where
both open ended and close ended question was designed to elicit necessary information from the
respondent. While secondary data has been collected from different journals, articles, books,
magazines and others government and non-government records regarding youth and rural
development. First, data has been collected from the study area then it was scrutinized, and prepared
in table form for analysis with the help of different charts, bars and other statistical diagrams.

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION:
Table and Graph 1: Involvement of the Respondent in development process

Are you involved in development process within your village?
Frequency Percentage
Often 44 22.0%
Sometimes 91 45.5%
Very less 26 13.0%
No 39 19.5%
Total 200 100.0%

Are you involve in development process within your village?

m Often
B Sometimes
Very less

m No
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Above table and graph reveal the active participation or involvement of the respondents in
development process within the village level. As the data shows that around less than half (45.5%) of
the respondents admitted that sometimes they participated or involved in development process within
their village especially in some government programmes and schemes while 22.0% of the
respondents agreed that they mostly participated or involved in various development process actively
in the village development through governmental programmes or voluntarily. Very few (13.0%) of
the respondents were participated or engaged in development process was found very less and 19.5%
of the respondents never participated or involved in the developmental process within their village
level.

Table and Graph 2: Major role of the respondents towards village development-

What is your major role towards village development?
Frequency Percentage
Livelihood Generation 32 16.0%
Agricultural Work 57 28.5%
Construction Work 21 10.5%
Educational Work 55 27.5%
Social Activist 23 11.5%
Politician and Other Leader 12 6.0%

Total 200 100.0%

What is your major role towards village development?

A

28.5 27.5

10.5 1.5

\ 6.0

Livelihood Agricultural  Construction  Educational  Social Activist  Politician and
Generation Work Work Work Other Leader

In the question of major role of the respondents towards their village development, above table and
graph reveal the responsibilities of the respondents at their village level towards the village
development. As the data shows that more than one-forth (28.5%) of the respondents were engaged
in agricultural work at village level while 27.5% of the respondents were engaged in educational
work such as studying, research work, private or government teacher etc. 16.0% of the respondents
were recorded in livelihood generational activities at local level, 10.5% respondents were recorded in
constructional work such as labour work, meson, agricultural labour and so on, 11.5% respondents
were recorded as a social activist. Only 06.0% of the respondents were involved in politics and they
are playing their political role in village, block and district level.
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Table and Graph 3: Awareness about technological advancement in agricultural field-
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Are you aware about technological advancement in agricultural field?
Freguency Percentage
Yes 118 59.0%
Little bit 45 22.5%
No 21 10.5%
Cannot say 16 08.0%
Total 200 100.0%

Are you aware about technological advancement in
agricultural field?

M Yes
M Little bit
No

W Cannot say

Above table and graph discuss about the respondent’s awareness about technological advancement
and recent trends in high production in agricultural field at village level. Researcher tried to know the
availability of modern equipments for yielding and less time consumption at local level. As the data
shows that majority (59.0%) of the respondents were found more aware about the recent
technological advancement in the agricultural field and they are using for high production in less
time. 22.5% of the respondents were having little bit knowledge about recent technology in the field
of agriculture while 10.5% of the respondents were not aware about these technological advancement
in agricultural field. Only 08.0% of the respondents didn’t give any response regarding advancement
in agricultural field.

Table and Graph 4: Income generation through working on village land-

Working on village land can help you fetch some income-
Frequency Percentage
Yes 63 31.5%
Little bit 61 30.5%
No 39 19.5%
Sometimes 37 18.5%
Total 200 100.0%
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Working on village land can help you fetch some income-

H Yes
M Little bit
™ No

B Sometimes

Above table and graph reveal the status of the respondent’s income generational opportunity through
working on village land. As data shows that highest percentage (31.5%) of the respondents believed
that their village land can help them to fetch some income generational opportunity at village level as
compared to other work while 30.5% of the respondents assumed that working on their village land
can help little bit to them in order to income generational opportunities due to the advance market,
less demands and so on. 19.5% of the respondents disagreed that village land cannot help to them to
fetch some good amount of income. Only 18.5% of the respondents believed that sometime village
land can help them to fetch some income generational opportunity at market level.

Table and Graph 5: Youth Knowledge to make the village progress-

Youth can employ his knowledge to make the village progress-
Frequency Percentage
Agree 82 41.0%
Little bit Agree 63 31.5%
Don't Know 45 22.5%
No 10 05.0%
Total 200 100.0%
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Youth can employ his knowledge to make the village progress-

No 5.0

Don't Know 22.5

Little bit Agree 31.5

Agree 41.0

0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0

In the question of youth knowledge in order to the village progress, above table and graph has
recorded respondent’s response regarding this. As data indicate that the majority (41.0%) of the
respondents agreed that the youth can employ or utilize his/her knowledge in order to the
development of village and youth can insure the proper utilization of various governmental and non-
governmental developmental programmes and schemes at village level. They can also make a
strategy of village development according to their knowledge and understanding about their village
needs, situation and existing resources. They can also aware to the villagers about their rights and
various governmental programmes which are especially designed for village or rural development.
31.5% of the respondents seemed little bit agree that youth can employ his/her knowledge for village
development because of unaware about ground reality and challenges, lack of people’s participation
and so on. 22.5% of the respondent didn’t respond about this and only 05.0% of the respondents
disagreed that youth can employ his/her knowledge for village development. That data clearly
indicate that majority of the respondents believed that village development can be possible through
the utilization or employ the knowledge of youth which will create not only employment but also
living standard of rural communities.

Findings:

1. Around less than half (45.5%) of the respondents admitted that sometimes they participated or
involved in development process within their village especially in some government programmes
and schemes

2. Majority of the respondents believed that village development can be possible through the
utilization or employ the knowledge of youth.

3. Majority (59.0%) of the respondents were found more aware about the recent technological
advancement in the agricultural field and they are using for high production in less time.

Conclusion: The role of youth in bringing about development of the rural communities have been
regarded significant. In rural communities, the various areas in which the demand for rural
participation has been encouraged are in agriculture, small-scale industries, skill development,

ISSN 2690-9626 (online), Published by “Global Research Network LLC"
under Volume: 3 Issue: 10 in Oct-2022 https://globalresearchnetwork.us/index.php/ajshr

379

Copyright (c) 2022 Author (s). This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of
Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). To view a copy of this license,
visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/




AJSHR, Vol. 3, No. 10, Oct 2022

education and employment opportunities. These areas are in an under-developed state and
improvements need to be made in them.
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